
Western	Christianity	Marriage	and	Family	Programme
• Monogamy
• No	kin	or	arranged	marriage
• Inheritance	by	testament
• Individual	ownership

Psychological	consequences
• More	individual	less	group
• More	analytical
• More	guilt	less	shame
• Less	conformity
• Intentional	morality
• More	postive sum
• Impersonal	prosociality
• Greater	patience

Economic	and	political	consequences
• Greater	mobility	and	division	of	labour
• Development	of	voluntary	institutions	– cities,	guilds,	monasteries,	universities,	businesses
• Wider	knowledge	exchange	and	learning	– e.g.	apprenticeships
• Development	of	contracts	and	market	regulation
• Competition	to	attract	volunteers	– make	rules	attractive,	clear,	transparent	- more	democratic
• Representative	government	- individual	centred law,	social	safety	nets
• Innovation,	investment	and	economic	growth

Social	consequences
• Breakdown	of	kinship	organisation
• Weaker	ties	to	extended	kin	and	land
• Relational	and	residential	mobility
• Church	plays	greater	role	(e.g.	safety	nets)
• Greater	trust	in	strangers
• Protestantism	further	emphasises individuality

How	cultural	evolution	made	societies	WEIRD
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